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THE YOUNG, THE OLD AND THE MATURE 
By 

f 

Selz C. Mayo and William Clifford ^ 
INTRODUCTION 

Sex and age determine to a great extent the functional roles that 
persons play In our society. Distinctions on the basis of sex are made 
very early In life. Duties, responsibilities, and privileges are 
allocated according to age. 

Each population differs from every other in the proportional size 
of various age and sex classes, giving rise to many social and economic 
as well as political problems. A knowledge of the differences makes . 
possible the answering of a host of questions. But the proportion of 
the population in a particular age class is not always the same and, 
in fact, is constantly Changing. 

PURPOSE » 

The purposes of this report are: (1) To show the age and sex 
composition of North Carolina's rural population; to answer these 
questions: How does the rural population differ from the population 
in towns* and cities of the State? How does the population of North 
Carolina compare with that of the Nation with respect to age and sex? 

(2) To point up th^ factors which affect the age and sex distribution 
of the 'population: Why does the rural population differ from the 
population in cities and towns with respect to age and sex? Why does 
Horth Carolina's population coaqwsition differ from that of the Nation? 

(3) To show how the compogltlon of the population Influences many parts 
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of our everyday lives; What Is the significance of the differences in 
the composition of the population? Why are these data of importance to 
all people in North Carolina? 

OUTLINE 

The data that follow are arranged to correspond to the three 
purposes as stated above. 

CD The first section is a stinmiary of the structure as 

well as the changing aspects of the population. This 
section Is designed to answer the questions raised in 
the statement of the first purpose. 

(2) The second section is an analysis of the factors 
which affect the age and sex composition of the 
population. This -Action is designed to answer the 
questions raised in the statement of the secon4 

purpose. , 

(3) Th§ third section consists of a series of problems 
which were selected to indicate the significance of 
the age and sex composition of the rural population. 
This section is designed to answer the questions raised 
In the statement of the third purpose. 

\ 

Before proceeding to the first section some additional comments 
are necessary. Unless othertdse specified, the data for this analysis 
were taken from the regular Decennial Censuses of the United States. 
This report is an update of an Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletin 
first released in June, 1949. 



^SECTION I. POPULATION STRUCTURE AND CHANGE - 
A/^RAPHIC SUMMARY 



The focus of this section Is a graphic portrayal of people — the 
people of North Carolina. It Is a picture of structure, but the keynote 
Is change. It I9 the story of the young, the old and the mature. 
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Age and sex pyramid comparing North Carolina's population 
with that of the United States In 1970. 
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From the above graph one can see that the age distribution of North 
Carolina's population nearly approximates the age structure for the 
United States as a whole. At the base of the pyramid the bars are roughly 
equal Indicating similar proportions of persons In the young age classes. 
This situation was brought about by a decrease In fertility In Noi^th 
Carolina to a level ^comparable to that for the United States. In fact* 
as will be shown later, the level of fertility Is now lower in North 
Carolina than In the United States. Looking at the apex of the pyramid 
It becomes obvious that the United States has a slightly larger proportion 
of Its population In old age classes than does North Carolina. Also, the 
proportion In the productive ages In 1970 was nearly the same. 
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Age and sex pyramid comparing urban and rural-farm population 
In North Carolina In 1970. 




Observe, first, that the bars for the farm population at the base of 
the pyramid are shorter than those representing the urban. This is the 

4 , 

result of lower fertility and migration among ruxal-farm people. 

Notice, also, that the bars for the urban population are much longer 
than those representing the farm in several groups twenty years of age 
and above. The mo^t important factor in this situation is migration. 
Historically, rural people have produced the children and then these youths 
were exposed to urban centers. 

In the third place, the bars for females are longer than for males 
in age groups above thirty years in urban centers. Rutal females, tradi- 
tionally, have, migrated to cities and towns earlier and at a higher rate 
than rural males. However, it appears that between the ages of 20 to 
30, males may occupy number one position in regard to migration. 

Finally, the bars for the raral-farm population 65 and over are 
longer than those *f6r the urban population. The most important factors 
responsible for this are reductions in fertility and the migrati||n of 
young people from the farms. ' 
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Age and sex pyramid comparing North Carolina's population distribu- 
tion in 1970 with that of 1870. 
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Observe, first, that the 1870 bars at the base of the pyramid are 
much longer than those for 1970. This simply means that in 1870 a much 
greater proportion of the population was in the young age classes* The 
narrower base in 1970 was brought about by a tremendous decrease in the 
fertility of the population. For example, in^l870 the fertility ratio 
(number of ch^dren under 'five years of age per one thousand women 15-44 
years of age) was 685, but by 1970, the ratio had decreased to 394 « 

Note, in the second place, that in 1970 as coiftpared with 1870, there 
was a greater proportion o£ the population in the productive years of 
age* As the birth rate dropped, the ratio of p^ducers and potential 
producers increased. -^ Also, as the death rate decreased, a higher prppor- 
^io^ reached maturity and swelled^ the ranks of the producers* 'piis is 
oiSe of the important factors that hds made possible the rise in the level 
of living. . ^ 
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PEOPLE UNDER 15 YEARS OF AGE 
^ NORTH CAROLINA 1970 




The map above shows that the population of the coastdl plain 
counties have a high proportion of children. The western 
mcAintain counties have a low proportion. The map below shows 
that the mountain region has a high proportion of old people. 



PEOPLE OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE 
NORTH CAROLINA 1970 
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PERCENT UNDER 5 YEARS 



Children under five years of age comprlfie a smaller proportion 
of North Carolina's total population now t^an they have In the 
past. (See above.) North Carolina's population Is aging 
rapidly. (See below.) From I960' to 1970, persons abpve 65 
years of age Increased 32.7 percent, while the total population 
Increased only 11.5 percent. 
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Percentage distribution of white and Negro rural-farm population, 
North Carolina, 1970. 
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The age structure of the white population on farms Is different from 
that of the Negro. In 1970, the Negro population wa^ composed of (1) ^ 
higher proportion of young people, (2) a lower proportion of adults, and 
(3) a- lower proportion of old people. a- 

These differences are the result of three factors. 'The high propor- 
tlon of children atid youths In the Negro population Is due to the high 
birth rate. In 1970, for example, the fertility ratio was 486 as 
compared with ^7 for the white. 

In 1969, the nonmetropolltan Negro death rate (age-adjusted) was 
34 percent higher than the x^lte. In some age groups, the Negro tate 
was more than twice as high. 

' Durlhg the two decades 1950-1970, Negro youths, beginning In 
Mddle and late teens, migrated from farms. at a higher rate than white 
young adults. 
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Perce^tage'.change In the rutal-farm population of Norf;h 
Carolina by age and sex from 1960 to 1970. , x^. ' 
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This chart sKdws that there were fever people tesldlng on farms 
at' all ages in 1970 than in 1960 and this Is especially '*^^iking at ^ 
the younger ages. In 1950, there were 172,244 children ^nder five , ^ 
years of' age on farms. In 1960, th€?r^;were* 81,125. and by 1970 the 
number had decreased to 20,915. life jiontinued reduction in the number 
of children is a reflection of\declining fertility, as well 'ad - 
migration of persons who normally bear children. This pattern prevail^ 
for both males and females. * • ^ t/, 



Dependency ratio » as used here, is defined as the number of people 
undet 15 years of age, plus those 65 years and .over per. 100 people 
15 to 64 years of age. 



DEPENDENCY RATIO 
North Carolina 1970 
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Dependency ratios show. In a general way, the relationship 
between producers or potential producers * and the natural dependent 
elemental in a population. Such a ratio, therefore, is a direct 
function of the ageJ' composition." A high ratio reflects a heavy burden ^ 
on the producers because of the necessity of supporting themselves and 
tli^ dependents . If all otHex factors were ideift leal » a population witl\ 
a high ratio would have a lower levfl of living than another i^pulition 
with a low ratio. 

In 1970, the dependency ratio in North Carolina was fif ty-eight — 
that is, there were fifty-eight persons under fifteen years and over 
sixty-five years per one hundred persons 15-64 years* At the same 
time, the United States had a ratio of sixty-two. Nortri Carolina's 
producers have a somewhat lighter burden to carry as compared with 
the nation as ^^hole."* In fact, there were only five states and the 
District of Columbia with a lower ratio for the total population./^ 

In 1970v rural-farm people were in a slightly less favorable - 
position' than urban ^people with respect to the relationship of 
producers and dependenta. ' The 4ependency ratio for the farm pdpula- ^ 
tion was fifty-eijiht as compared with fifty-four in urban centers. 
In each of the residential groups, the dependency ratip for the Negro 
population was higher than for the White ^ - 

• '13 ^ - 
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Sex ratios (number of males per lOQ females) In the rural-farm, 
rural-nohfarm, and urban populatlcms by age, North Carolina, 1970. 
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In 1970, North Carolina hSd a sex ratio of 95.9 (that is, there 
/were 95.9 m^les per 100 females). Females predominated In the urban 
population and In this group the sex ratio was ,94.8. The number 
oif males and females was nearly equal In the farm population where 
the sex r^tlo was 9^.5. T\x^ sex ratio In the rural-nonfarm area was . 
96.4. ... 

•t. 

The most. Important single factor that affects the sex ratlp 
is migration. Observe, first, the age group 20^24 on the figure. 
The high sex ratio. In the urban population represents a shift from 
past patterns. .The heavy losig of youjng females from the farms Is 
now. much reduced. *^ It is also apparent that young, males ♦ from the 
rurdl-nonf arm areas of the state are migrating to the urban areas. 
This situation has the effect of raising the urban sex ratio in this age 
category.* Of course, i(3ome of this change is accounted for by tXu^ 
'movement "^of individuals in and out of the state. 

The decline^ in the sex ratio at age 60 and over graphically 
reflect the higher mortality of males. Nevertheless, migration 
continues to have an impact on the sex ratio at thesd ages. This is 
especially evident in the ages. 70 and over in the rural^farm area.^ 
However, one must entertain the notion of ndsreportliig of age. 
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In North Carolina, relatively few people are employed in agriculture. 
Nearly half of those employed in non-agricultural occupations are- 
female while only one-seventh of those employed in agriculture are 
female. 
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This figure shows the relative number of people employed in agri- 
cultural 9nd non-agricultural occupations by age. Somea interesting 
variatiQna in the age distributions are evident. Foijexample, a larger 
proportion of people employed in agriculture (9.5 percent) are 65 years 
of age and older than those employe<Fln non-agricultural occupations 
(2.9 percent). However, a relatively larger number of persons In non- 
agricultural^ occupations are between the ages of 25 arid 44 than ±» th^ 
case for t^se employed In agriculture. 
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SECTION 11. FACTORS WHICH A^CI THE AGE AND SEX COMPOSITION 

OF THE RURAL POPUIAXION 

The preceding data show that the rural- farm population, as compared 
^d.th the urban, Is composed of (1) a lovrer proportion of children and 
young people; (2> a higher proportion of relatively old people; (3) a 
slightly higher proportion of persons In the most active period of 
life; and (4) a roughly equal proportion of males and females. This' 
situation is quite different from that which existed several decades 
ago. Why? 

Age 

The reproductive behavior of a population is of prime importonce 
in determining its age distribution. A high reproductive rate will 
mean a high proportion of children and young people as compared vjith 
another population with low reproduction. 

, In 1970. the fertility ratio for the n^al-farm population in North 
Carolina was 320 as compared with 371 for the urbah. Thus, the fertility 
ratios of the rural-farm population was less thin that for the urban. 

Fertility ratios in North Carolina are lower than for the Nation. 
In 1970, the fertility ratio x*as 397 for thellatidn's rural-farm 
population as compared with 320 in North Carolina. The Natlrjn's urban 
population had a ratio of 391, even higher than in the State. Therefore, 
North Carolina has a much smaller proportion *ol children and young people 
than the ^Nation. 

If the fertility of a population decreases, there vrf.ll be a smaller 
' proportion of children, but there also xrfll be an increasing proportion 
©fold people. This has been the direction of change for both the State 
aad^he Nation. In 1950, the rural- farm population had a fe^tiUty ' 
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ratio of 614 as compared with 320 In 1970. The urban ratio decreased 
from 410 in 1950 to 371 in 1970. The rural-farm population of the 
Nation had a ratio of 594 in 1950 but decreased to 397 in 1970. The 
urban rate dropped from 425 in 1950 to 391 in 1970. 

Higher fertility ratios for the Negro as compared v/ith the white 
accounts for the high proportion of young people in the Negro population. 
In 1970, the i^hite rural-farm population had a fertility ratio of 265.- 
The corresponding ratio for the Negro population was 443. 

Fa^ to urban migration is another Important factor determining 
the 4e composition of urban and rural populations. Due to the past 
high fertility of the rural-farm population, many people left farm 
areas to seek greater social and economic opportunity In urj^fia-tsepters. 
This farm td urban migration has ^een highly selective with respect to 
age — the bulk of such migrants- have been young people. This pattern 
of migration has continued up to the present time. 

During the decade 1950-60, the farms of North Carolina exported 
about 629,000 people to the rural-nonfarm areas and urban centers of the 
State and Nation. Most of these migrants were on the threshold of their 
productive lives. Over half of these migrants were betrjeen fifteen 
and thirty-five years of age. About four/^ of every ten were between 
twenty and thirty years of age. 

During the most recent decade, 1960-70, rural-farm areas exported 
about 400,000 pe^le to other areas of the State and Nation. In this 
period, over half of the migrants were from fifteen to thirty- five 
years of age. Nearly fput of every ten v«re betv/een txrenty and thirty 
years ol age. 

•fhe rate of mlgratioa has been greater for Negroes than whites. 
But, the peak of migration occurs, at about the same age for both groups. 
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This lEeaxia an even higher ratio of nonproductlves to productives in the 
Negro than In £he ^Ite population. ^ 

In the short span of tx;o decades, the forms of North Carolina have 
lost 385,000 young adults. Although ^ilgratlon continued to be selective 
of young adults, its effects in terms of producing high proportions of 
children and low proportions in the productive ages have been lessened. 
This is partly due to the reduced levels of fertility on the farms in 
the State and the fact there has been a significant loss of persons due 
to net out -migration at older ages. It is now evident that the urban, 
and rural-farm populations have similar age structures. It should be 
noted that for some age groups there is a net movement to farms, but 
most of these migrants are under 10 years of age. 

A longer life expectancy and reduced fertility has increased the 
proportion of elders in the population. Although specific data are no 
longer available on mortality by urban-rural residence, an approximation 
can be made by using metropolitan and non-metropolitan areas. The death 
rate in the non-metropolitan population is higher than in the metropolitan 
population of North Carolina. In 1970 the death rate for non-metropolitan 
areas was 9.4 (age-adjusted) per 1,000 population as compared with 5.6 ^n 
metropolitan centers. This difference is probably accounted for by 
inadequate medical facilities and per^ipimel in non-metropolitan areas. 

The metropolitan death rate is lower than the non-metropolitan for 
both the white and Negro populations in the State. In both cases the 
Negro srate is higher than the white rate^^ This fact la important in 
understanding the age differences in the vdilte and Negro populations* 
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Sex , 

Why is. the rural population different from the urban population 
with respect to sex Comj^sition? 

Males outnunaber females at birth. The sex ratio (number of males 
per one hundred females) of live births, about 106, has existed for the 
entire period of^^u^ilabl^ data. 

From the time of birth, however, death takes a ^eavier toll of miles 
, than^females. In North Carolina as of 1970 the age-adjusted death rate 
for males was 11.9 as compared \d.th 8.0 for females. The death rate is 
higher for males than females in every age group. This differential 
d^th rate has the effect of lowering the sex ratio. 
^ These two >f actors are important in explaining the sex ratio itself, 
but they do not tell us why the sex ratio is different in rural and urban 
areas. For an Explanation of this, other factors must be considered. 

Mi'gi;ation is the most important reason for the rural-urban difference, 
In the sex ratio. Farm to urban migration historically has been selective 
\ with respectXto sex fi^d this\|:esulted in greatly different sex ratios in ♦ 

^ urban and rural areas, ilowever, in more recent decades sex selectivity 
in migration from i^ral areas in the State has not be^n as great as in 
past decades and in a few instances the pattern has reVersed. During- 
the decade 1950-60 there i^ere 105 white males for every 100 females in 
the stream of farm to urban migrants. There were 101 %onwhite males for 
each 100 nonwhite female migrants. In the following decade, 1960-70, 
there were 93 white males for every 100 white females leaving North 
Carolina farms for rural^nonfarm areas and urban centers. At the same 
time, there were 103 nonwhite male migrants for ^ch 100 nonwhite females 
leaving farms. 
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This reversal of the historical trend of more females leaving the 
farms than males has resi^lted in nearly equal proportion of both sexes 
in the farm population of the state. The urban areas continue to have 
an excess of females — due largely to past migration patterns. 

Summary 

This study shows that there are three important fadtors affecting 
the age distribution of the rural population-. The level of fertility in 
rural-farm areas has dropped below the level in urban areas and the 
level of fertility in North Carolina has dropped below that in the nation. 
Most of the farm to urban migrants continue to be young adults. The 
metropolitan "^th rate is lower than the non-netropolitan rate. 

This study shows that the balanced sex ratio (equal males and 
females) of the rural population is due, in the main, to the^ne factor 
of migration. Farm to urban migrants have recently been predominantly 
males, although the^sdifferences have not been large. 
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SECTION III. SIGNIFICANCE CF THE CHANGING POPUUTION COMPOSITION 

vmat is the meaning of these data? Every phase of public 1>olicy is 
affected by the structure and distribution of the population as by the 
changing con5)psition. The ability of a people to maintain organizations 
and institutions is, in large measure, determined by the proportion of 
the population in specific age groups. ' ^ 

The following five problems or activities have been selected to 
illud^trate the significance of these data to North Carolina. 
1. Health iEfM PopulatiQn . Opposition . ^ 

Death rates, are valuable indexes of the health status of 
a population; They may serve also as aq. Index of the general 
cultural level of a people. They are often used as a measure 
of the need for medical care services, geographically and 
economically. * 

In 1970, the crude death-rate in the State was 8.8 deaths 
per 1,000 population. In this respect, North Carolina ranked 
seventeenth among the fifty states and the District )of Colvimbia. 
This relatively low rate was, possible because of a relatively 
high proportion of the people In the younger years of life. 
Therefore, this did n^^ represent\ a true picture of mortality 

conditions in t^e SU 

/ \ * ^ 

the age-adjtkCed death rate (a more accurate 



toeasur^-m mortality conditions) for North Carolina was 9.6. 



fhis meana-thStf^the S tat e^ ranked thirty-ninth rather thfi 
seventeenth among the fifty states and the District of \Co\urabia 

— a very different picture. 

\ \ 
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As Q population ages, the pattern of medical services 
must be altered. The need and demand for hospital service 
increases as old "people make up a larger proportion of the 
total population, The need^or institutional care, other 
than in hospitals, vTill also increase. There will be an 
increasing demand Jcor nurslTig. personnel, both in institutions 
and in out-patient service. . " " . 

2. Education and Population Composition 

Opportunity for formal. education is an i^erican goal, but 
this idea? has not been translated into minimum standards 
throughout the Nation. The yalues of education have not been 
entirely extended to rural people as tq. those in towns and 
cities, although progress h^ been made. 

The real school load'is determined by the number o€ boys 
and girls of school age. In this study, five through eighteen 
years is used to measure the load. If this age group makes up 
a high proportion of the population the educational load will 

4 

be heavy. 

^^^~fii^l97j5, twenty-dix percent of the total population was in 
this age group in North Caroling as compared 'w|.th 25.8 percent 
In the Nation. This means that North Carolina compares 
favorably with the country as a whole wirfb respect to school 

loadl \ • 

Ovel one out of every four persons (27.2 percent) in the 
farm population in the State was in this school age. The ■ 
corresponding^rcentage~was 24.4 for the popuUtion in cities 
and to^Tfts. 



As a result of tlie decrease In the birth rate during 
the last decade, North Carolina will h^e relatively tewer 
first graders than in the past. Of course, net in-mlgration 
of youngsters might offset the declines in fertility. 

There is an inverse relationship between educational^' 
load andNtax resources to support public education. States 
"with a high proportion of people of school age ate the 
same state^^th low tax resources iidth which to support 
the schools* 

Inequalities in educational opportunity still exist 

between states and regions in the United States^ , Those 

states and regions wit;h a low educational load are the states 
^ . * 

with high financial ability to support education. Those 

States and regions with high financial ability ^re the same 

ones that are importing young people on the threshold of 

their productive lives ^om other states and regions. 

Youth and Population Composition 

In 1970, roughly half (49.6 percent) of North Carolina's 

978,821 young people fifteen through twnty-four yedxa of 

age were living in urban centers. „ An additional 44 percent 

were residing in rural-nonfarm areas; and the r em ai ni ng 

6.4 p^arcent were on farms. These persons w^S^^^striouted by 

residence in about the same proportion a^ the tota^ population; 

This relatively normal distributton of young people was made 

possible through migration. " > / 
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During the decade 1960-70, 128 » 251 farm males ^and females 
between Che ages o£ fifteen and twenty«four migrated to other 
residential areas of the State and Nation. 

these young people are oft^n faced id.th a series of 
situations and all of these call for adjustment. The situa|:lpns 
are of a social and economic character, centering around 
education, employment, and marriage. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

A slightly larger proportion pf rural young people fifteen 
to eighteen years old were enrolled in school tlan urbjm^ouths. 
However, significantly larger proportions of urban ydung^ adults 
19-24 years of age were enrolled in school. It is apparent ^ 
that rejtatively more ^ur ban young people are remaining in ^hool 
and are obtaining additional trailing beyond high school than . 
are rural- farm young people. 

In 1970, 65.4/percent of the urban ma^es 15-24 years! of 
age in North Carolina were employed or seeking work. This is 
higher than the corresponding proportion among/ either rural- 
nonfarm (58.7) or farm (47.5 pe^cent^ males. /Among females 



the nattem Is similar, but at low6r levels/— urban, 

\ ■ / I 

42.9 percent ; niral-nonf asrin,/ 40. 1 percent;/ and rur^l-farm, 

29.9 percent. Only 15.2 percent of the young men (aged 1^24) 

who found jobs ^ agriculture wq^^^<^aid family workers 

they received/no cash reward for their labor. 

In 1970; a latter proportion of the urban male and female 

young people were married than comparable rural- farm persons. 
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Emplovnient; and Fopulgtlon Composition 

The quality of society Is determined to a largb extent' 
by the number of persons employed and by the jjLype of employ- 
ment. Employed pexfsons have to support Jthemselves as w€?ll 
as other members of their families. On the shoulders of/ 
the employed population falls the responsibility of supporting 
and maintaining public institutions and organizations. 

In 1970, a slightly larger ^proportion of the total 
population of North Carolina (39.3 percent) was enqployed than 
in the United States (38.0 percent). At the same time the 
•proportion of farm population employed was lower than the 
proportiop/in urban centers. What ar^^^|Jb»=Teasons for this 
situafidton? A . 

This lower employ^aent i«s|he result pf the age structure 
of the population an4 t;hfe difference in the roles inlawed by 
w^n In urban c^tejM on tims. This pic ti^te becomes / / 
Very different if we Consider those persons "mo were employed 
and those who wer^ seeking workl and also^x^ude persons/under 
fourteen years of age. (This group is called the Labor Force.) ^ 

On this basis, 91.9 percent of the rural-farm peirspns 
ill the labor force were employed as compared with 88 percent 
of the urban labor force, ^.^"smaller proportion of the rural- 
farm females were in the labor force (32.5 percent as compared 
with 40*1 percent of urban females). The above analysis shows 
that the slightly lower employment for the total farm population 
was accounted for by the age jstrupture of the population and 
by the lower proportion of females employed, , \ 
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5. The Agdd In t^e - Population ^ . . ' ' 

One of the significant, if npt the most significai^fci - 
> J trends during this ceiitury has been the incteasing number 
/ ^ and proportion of old people in the population. Cognizance 
• • o| this fact has be^n taken, at all levels of ^Wnment.; ^ 

Federal, state, and local goy^^rnments are coojp9ra|ing ^n the 
^attempt to meet tius probliem, , / / . > 

. Between im^ and^ W^O, 'the populat;|A ofl^North Carolina 
increased. abpUt five tfies. Durixig t;he s^n? period, the^ 
• ^ - population st^tf-p^re years of / ag6/ and Over increased a 
^ little more than twelve times. . the agl^d haVfe increased 

froni 34,279 in 1870 tp 414,a20 in 1970. -The aged have, 
th^ref^a^ire, become anrinpreading proportion of vthe total 
po^t/latlon of the state.- 

The problem of the aged has^beeh to a large extent a 
/ rural problem in North daroHna. While th^ farm population 



continues to be more iieavily weighted ^At^\ old people than 

, \ , . y , / ^ * " ^ • ■ 

other residential gr^faps, .thisi, p^tte^appea^^ to be 
changing. For example, during/the ^ecadiB 1960-70, 1;he 
aged population on farms deceased by 29.8 petcen^hile 
the aged population in ur)/an^^reas increased by 52.7 ' 
percent.. It should als6 be ndted that theaecrease in the 
aged population ort ttS^s^ not as gi^^at^as th^ decrease of 
jrtSfe' total population on farms* 

" The problem 6f the aged wi^l be an ever-increasing one. 

f - *' '' 

A larger proportion of the population can expect to f each the 
age of sixty-five i and those who reach this age can expect^o 
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live more* years than those In the past. .The financial aspects 
of old age lAll Increase In the f^tx^. The sheer weight In 
numbers In this age group will make necessary more substantial 
care in the future . ^ . ' 
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